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It’s working! 
Thank You, Governor Christie! 
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The Interdistrict Choice Program is a Success for All:  
A Success for Choice Students and Parents: 

Over 6,000 students state-wide have taken advantage of the 
ability to change to a school district which is a better fit for their 
interests and abilities or to attend a specialized program not 
available in their resident district. 

Parents now have more opportunities to decide on school districts 
which offer full-day kindergarten, specialized educational or athletic 
programs, or are closer to work or day care providers. 

A Success for Choice Schools: 

In the first three years since this program was signed into law, 
it has quickly expanded from 16 to 107 choice districts, and has 
increased the number of choice students from 900 to over 6,000 
(NJDOE statistics). 

Choice Districts have used the increase in students to create 
diversity in their schools, re-balance their enrollments, expand 
specialized programs, and replace students leaving for other 
schools. 

Choice Districts have used the increased Choice Aid to improve 
facilities, stabilize teaching staff, provide full-day kindergarten, and 
fund new equipment purchases. 

The Choice Program itself has increased the pace of school 
consolidations, improved send-receive arrangements, and 
encouraged better shared services and school configuration 
alignments. 



Why Parents Want School Choice 

1. My Child Doesn’t “Fit In” or is Being Bullied ....... 

Parents called because their children were having social problems 
at their local school and they wanted to give their children a fresh 
start at a new school. Many complain that they had worked with 
administrators and teachers regarding a hostile situation but they 
believed the best remediation would be to change schools – 
without having to move their residence. 

2. After School Care Concerns (Day Care) 

Parents want their children to attend the school which is located 
by their children’s care givers – many have family members 
as care givers. 

3. Looking For a Better School 

Many called because they wanted a “better” school. “Better” could 
mean better in academics, sports, music, or arts. 
Although not common, some parents were looking for a school 
that was not so competitive academically. They felt their child was 
in an environment that was too stressful. 

4. I Want My Child To Attend School Close to Where I Work 

Some parents want their children to attend a school close to 
where they work! 
Teachers who may not have contractual benefits allowing for their 
children to attend the school district where they work! 



Parent Testimonial  
Marisol Ovalles - Formerly of Trenton 

from: marisolnovoa@yahoo.com 

My daughter is a School choice student at Northern Burlington. My son is at Bordentown 
middle school. Northern didn't have 6th grade. So we moved from Trenton to Bordentown.. 
but my daughter stayed at Northern. Now for High School she is going to Allentown High 
School as a Choice Student... Her decision. 

My testimony will be to how much my daughter is learning. I am very proud of 
my daughter. She did struggle her first year. But still did good. 

This year she just made Honor Roll. As a parent I am pleased for the opportunity that 
she has been given. I am speechless on all the programs and attention the school gives 
the students. They want all their students to succeed no matter what zipcode that they 
came from. 

Last year I did live in Trenton. I moved to an apartment in Bordentown NJ. I didn't know 
what I was going to do. Not all parents can just move to another city to give their child a 
better quality education. 

We need to break the cycle of our children not receiving the education that they 
deserve. Because if we don't. The result is what is happening now in Trenton. Those 
crimes are majority school drop outs. No one helped them. 

Let's make these programs more available to students who want a opportunity at a 
better atmosphere and education. It's hard living in Trenton. It's not for everyone. And 
the children should not suffer for living in a city where the schools have lots of 
challenges ahead. 

Have you visited some of the schools in Trenton? They build a new criminal court 
house because the old court house was falling apart. Our schools in Trenton are 
falling apart. And it's ok to send our children there. 

I can keep writing so much. I talk too much if we were to talk. I am sad that I had to 
move from my house and live in an apartment in Bordentown. But it's worth it if I get 
to see my son succeed. I think it was a good step moving away. It's getting rough over 
there. 

That is why the Interdistrict School Choice Program is important for students. I only 
hope to see these programs grow. We need extra funding for transportation. For 
student's that want to go to go to another school district. We also need more support 
from the sending districts. They should be encouraging students to participate in the 
School Choice Program. 



Choice School Success Stories 

The Morris Plains Story 
A New Choice District’s First Year  

of Success!   

Morris Plains is a small town in Morris County ( 2.6 square miles) with a population of 
just 5,532 people. The racial makeup of the District is 90% White, 5% Asian, and 
2.7% Black. The School District serves grades K – 8 with students advancing to 
Morristown High School. 

In its first year in the Choice Program, Morris Plains added 14 New Students 
from 5 Different Counties! 

Small school environments, like this one, give students great benefits of 
personal attention and a cultural sense of belonging. Making small school 
communities open to students who are zip coded in larger school 
environments is a good choice! 

Grade Level Resident Town Resident County Traveling Miles 
One Way to 

School 
Kindergarten Orange Essex 16 
Kindergarten Randolph Morris 9 
Kindergarten Morristown Morris 3 
Kindergarten Wharton Morris 10 
Kindergarten Morristown Morris 3 
Kindergarten Dover Morris 7 
Grade 1 Rahway Union 26 
Grade 3 Hopatcong Sussex 18 
Grade 4 Orange Essex 16 
Grade 4 Parsippany Morris 5 
Grade 4 Morristown Morris 3 
Grade 5 Paterson Passaic 21 
Grade 5 Hopatcong Sussex 18 
Grade 8 Paterson Passaic 21        

14 New Students from 5 Different Counties – First Year of Choice! 



The Benefits of Small School Communities! 

1. Small Schools offer a greater sense of belonging! 
And a greater sense of unity! 

2. More difficult for Student to slip through the cracks as 
students receive more personal attention from 
teachers and administrators. 

3. More Opportunities to Participate in extracurricular 
activities! Extracurricular Activities give students a 
Personal Investment in their school & by extension 
their families! (Cotton, 1996; Fowler, 1995; 
Stockard & Mayberry, 1992) 

4. Research shows that student achievement in small 
schools is often superior academic self-concept – better 
attitudes towards school work (Rutter, 1988; Stockard 
& Mayberry, 1992) 

5. Not only do students in small schools have higher 
attendance rates than those in large schools, but 
students who move from large schools to small, 
alternative secondary schools generally exhibit 
improvements in attendance (Fowler, 1995; Fowler & 
Walberg, 1991; Rutter, 1988). 

6. Small schools have far fewer behavior problems than 
large schools. (Gottfredson, 1985; Gregory, 1992; 
Rutter, 1988). 



Deal Elementary School  
Superintendent Testimonial 

Deal had been accepting out-of-district students long before it was accepted into the 
expanded school choice program for fall 2011. Deal, a borough with a population of 
750, became dominated decades ago by a Sephardic Jewish community that sends 
its children to parochial schools. The K-8 school began taking tuition-paying students 
in 1981, and the district has survived on a shoestring since as it supported a 
declining population of local students. 

“Was this a lifesaver for us? Yeah,” said Moro, who laminated the state’s first public 
school choice aid check and has used the extra money to convert teachers to full-
time status, buy computers and upgrade the gym. “It’s been a blessing,” he added. 
“We can implement modern-day conveniences.” 

After Deal School was accepted, Moro was able to grandfather all the current tuition-
paying students into the choice program. Then the school board quickly set about to 
fix the roof, order computers and give the staff full-time status. Under the school 
choice law, the new money could not be used to lower taxes. 

Mary Ann Baumann, who teaches health, said the application process ensures only 
the most desirous families end up there, and all the children and parents get along 
pretty well. 

“All the parents are very interested in education,” Baumann said. “It gives some an 
opportunity to be in a wonderful school. We don’t have disruptive kids in the 
classroom.” 

Ramona Thornton, a nonprofit director from Asbury Park, said she transferred her 
daughters, Shayla, 10, and Nicole, 11, because she believed they were not getting 
the attention they needed. “With the big class sizes, (Asbury Park schools) were not 
able to give that rounded education. There’s no structure for that in the public 
schools. At Deal, they get (more) sports, music, assemblies,” Thornton said. 

Kris Goins of Asbury Park has been sending his two daughters to Deal School. His 
older daughter, Krishawna, graduated last year, and 9-year-old Kayla is in third 
grade. Goins, a retired engineer for Ford Motor Co., and his wife, an investment 
banker, previously had been spending $27,000 to send each of their children to a 
private school in Montclair. Goins said the children at Deal are “like family” together. 
He said he is “very blessed” to have them now going to school for free. 

“All kids can benefit from a school like this,” Goins said. “It’s very nurturing here. ... 
This is the last of the little red schoolhouses. I don’t know how many are left in 
America.” (The Daily Journal, Jason Method) 



 

Deal Elementary School  
Student Testimonial 

Kevin Katayama of Keyport 
7th Grade 

Kevin is into competitive fencing and travels to 
different states in order to compete. He seems to 
really enjoy the sport! 

“I didn’t like Keyport....I thought the work was too 
easy and the kids weren’t nice.” 

“I like this school better because the class size is 
smaller...the kids are nicer....the school is more 
challenging....and lunch is better.” 

“I’m happy to come here”. 

Kevin’s parents drive him to and from school. When 
asked about the long ride from Keyport to Deal, 
Kevin commented, “I fall asleep in the car so I get 
extra sleep.” 



 

Deal Elementary School  
Student Testimonials 

Grace & Lucas Goumalatsos of 
Lakewood Grace – 5th Grade, bother Lucas – 3rd Grade 

Grace Goumalatos is a very mature and responsible 
young lady. 

Unfortunately for Grace, her experience in 
Lakewood Public Schools, her resident 
school district, was not a good one. 

Grace testifies that “none of the girls liked me, they 
would exclude me.” “I wasn’t like them....I was the odd 
one out.” 
Once Grace tried to break up a fight between students. 
Although her efforts were praised by school 
administrators, her fellow students didn’t appreciate them 
and she was further shunned.“Sometimes I went home 
crying because I had no friends....the kids asked me why 
I tried to break up the fight and I told them it was common 

sense!” 

Now Grace and her brother, Lucas, attend Deal School through the Interdistrict 
School Choice Program. When asked if the long drive to school bothers her, Grace 
answered, “It’s way worth it. 

”Quotes from Grace about Deal Elementary  

“I would drive a million miles to get here.”  

“It feels like paradise – it’s the best school.”  

“I wasn’t used to people being nice to me....everyone wanted to get to know me.”  

“I fit in more...I felt welcomed.”  

“Treat other people how you want to be treated.” 



Deal Elementary School  
Parent Testimonial 

We are so grateful for the Interdistrict School Choice Program. Our children have 
benefited both academically and socially. 

At their old school here in Lakewood they seemed to be languishing. My daughter would cry 
at night that she did not want to go to school the next day because of being picked on at 
recess, she said her teacher never called on her in class and her grades had started slipping. 

After speaking with the teachers, I came to the realization, that the large class sizes were preventing 
my daughter from getting the attention she needed. In my son's first grade class, he had to be sent 
to the second grade class for reading because the rest of his class was so far behind. His home 
packed lunch was constantly being ransacked by other children at his lunch table and then he would 
get the leftovers. 

I could see that this was affecting my son socially because he had become very withdrawn and hardly 
spoke in school. When I met with the vice principal about these matters, I was told that the lunch room 
was understaffed. She asked if I wanted a job. 

I just wanted to know that my 2 children were in a safe nurturing environment where they could 
learn and be challenged at a level that fit their abilities. I really don't think that is too much to ask for. 
I started to look for other school options. The private schools in my area were well out of our family 
budget. 

I had a friend whose son was attending the Deal School. That very day after meeting with the vice 
principal in Lakewood, I went to see the Deal School. After receiving a tour of the school and seeing 
the small class sizes and the happy faces of the children, I knew that we had to make it work. Although 
our home in Lakewood is almost 20 miles from the Deal School I made the commitment to get them 
there every day. 

To see the difference in my children makes it all worthwhile. At the end of our first week there, I asked 
my son if he liked his new school, he said "it is like paradise". Since starting at the Deal School, my 
daughter can get any extra help she needs from her teachers. Sometimes she stays in at recess to get 
some help with her math. The personal attention shown by the teachers has helped her to bring her 
grades up. She even made the honor roll a few times. 

My son has blossomed into a happy third grader. He loves going to the Deal School and his 
teacher said he is a model student. 

I don't know what would have happened without the Interdistrict School Choice 
Program. It has truly enabled my children to enjoy the education process. They finally 
have the freedom to learn in an environment that nurtures their creativity and 
challenges their intellect. I know I am not the only mother who has been frustrated by 
limited education choices in the past, but I hope that other families can also benefit 
from this program of school choice in the future. 

Thank you so much for all your hard work to make this program a success! 

Jessica Goumalatsos 
   Lakewood, New Jersey



 

Deal Elementary Students 
Student Testimonial 

 

Asbury Park – Nathaniel 
Humphrey 

with fellow student from Deal, 
Manny Rosario 
Nathaniel Humphrey (left) is a 6th grade student 
from Asbury Park. This is Nathaniel’s second 
year at Deal Elementary. Nathaniel would like to 
design video games when he gets older.  

QUOTES FROM NATHANIEL 

“There’s a whole bunch of bullies there (old school) so my mom sent me here.” 
“My best friend from 4th grade (old school) may have a chance to come here, 
he wants out of where he’s at.” 

“I like it here. If you are having problems in school, you should come here.” 

Talula DeChev of Neptune 

The DeChev family has been displaced by Hurricane 
Sandy. Their home sits near the Shark River and 
needs to be raised. 

Talula has three brothers, two now in high school. 
The DeChev children are old timers at Deal 
Elementary. Before the Choice program was 
expanded, they paid tuition for each child. 

Talula said she is very happy at Deal School and her 
parents are happy that the family has the option of 
school choice. 

Talula believes she is getting a better education 
at Deal than what she would be receiving in 
Neptune Schools. 



Sterling High  
School District 

  

Demographics: 76 Choice Students – 48% African American 

Sterling High School is a regional high school in Camden 
County which receives students from the elementary districts of 
Magnolia, Somerdale, Stratford, Laurel Springs, and Hi-Nella. It 
currently offers three School Choice Programs, Allied Health & 
Health Science, Early Childhood Education and Naval JROTC. 

Sterling will have 76 choice students attending in the three 
programs as of September 2013. These students come from 13 
surrounding districts of Runnemede, Clementon, Lawnside, 
Winslow Black Horse Pike, Lindenwold, Sicklerville, Woodlynne, 
Barrington, Pennsauken, Camden, Somerdale and Gloucester 
City. Our Choice Students represent various ethnicities 
throughout Camden County and comprises 37 African-
American, 2 Asian, and 26 Caucasian students. 

The Choice Program has re-invigorated the Naval JROTC 
program at Sterling, and the choice aid has enabled Sterling to 
purchase a new building (a defunct YMCA) which will house the 
Early Childhood Education program and a proposed Science 
and Fitness program. 



 

 

Manchester Regional 
High 

School District 

 
Demographics:   100 Choice Students - 97% from Paterson 

 
48 Hispanic, 49 African-American, 1 Asian, 2 Middle-Eastern 

The 2012-2013 Interdistrict Choice Program consists of 100 students from a diverse 
background who have applied and chosen to continue their secondary education at 
Manchester Regional High School. Out of these students, 62 are female and 38 are male. 
Our Choice students come from a variety of school districts, with students from Wayne, 
Paterson, Clifton, Hawthorne, Newark, Fair Lawn, Passaic, and Rutherford (only 7 do not 
come from Paterson). The population is composed of 48 Hispanic students, 49 African 
Americans, two of Middle Eastern descent and one Asian student (definitely not white flight 
issue here). Our diverse group of Choice students includes students whose home language 
is a language other than English, such as Spanish, Chinese, and Arabic. Six Choice students 
have (IEPs). 

The Choice Program makes up twenty percent of the school’s honor roll, while maintaining 
academically rigorous course schedules. The Choice program at Manchester has been very 
successful; 14 seniors have been accepted to some prestigious colleges and universities, 
such as Seton Hall University, Rutgers University, Hofstra University, Boston University, 
Penn State University, William Paterson University, Montclair State University, Westchester 
University of Pennsylvania, Champlain College, New Haven University, Kean University, 
Monmouth University, Quinnipiac University, Farleigh Dickenson University, Felician College, 
Bloomfield College, Franklin Pierce University and St. Peter’s College, along with both 
Bergen Community College and Passaic County Community College. Two of our seniors will 
be attending college as student-athletes. Several seniors will be receiving merit based 
scholarships to a four-year institution. 



Manchester Regional High School District 

The groups that show the most change are: a 2.5% drop in the white  
demographic and a 3.2 % increase in the black demographic. 

Demographic  
Group 

Percentage  
without 

Choice Enrollment 

Percentage of Whole  
School Population  
(including Choice  

Students) 

Change in Percentage  
of Demographic due to  

Choice Program 

White 23.2% 20.7% Decrease of 2.5% 
Black 18.8% 22.0% Increase of 3.2% 

Hispanic 53.9% 53.2% Decrease of 0.7% 
Asian 2.4% 2.1% Decrease of 0.3% 

Native American 0.24% 0.21% Decrease of 0.03% 
Pacific Islander 1.8% 1.6% Decrease of 0.2% 

Multi-racial 0.18% 0.11% Decrease of 0.07%  

The only demographic that increased due to Choice enrollment 
is the black population. There is a rise from 19% to 22%. 

White:  21% of total school population 

There are no White Choice students. 

The non-Choice white group is 23% of total. 

 

Black:  22% of total school population 

The non-Choice black population is 19% 

 

Hispanic:   53% of total school population 

The non-Choice Hispanic population is 54% 

 

Asian:  2% of total school population 

The non-Choice Asian population is 2.4% 

Native 

American:   0.2% of total school population 

There are no Native American Choice students. 



Folsom Elementary School 
Parent Testimonials 

Brenda Robles Cooke 
March 11, 2013 

Robert Garguilo, Principal Folsom School 
District 1357 Mays Landing Road Folsom, NJ 
08037 Letter Submitted Via Email 

Dear Mr. Garguilo, 

Thank you for the opportunity to express my appreciation 
regarding School Choice and the Folsom School District. 
My husband and I started with reviewing our options and talking to people in the community. That is 
when we were first introduced to Folsom School. From there we only heard positive things regarding the 
Folsom School. We still had a ways to go in terms of our child starting Kindergarten, but I decided to call 
to do a site visit. From that first phone call, Folsom School has had our support and gratitude. The family 
and safe environment was and is outstanding. The small feel of the school and the involvement of all 
staff members from the Principal to the Bus Driver are remarkable. But most importantly, it was 
paramount to us that our children have the same educational opportunities as others in more affluent 
counties. We found exactly what we were looking for and more at Folsom School. 

The professional skill and devotion lavished on all the pupils has filled me with a very real and deep 
sense of gratitude and appreciation. The Folsom School continues to find innovative ways to teach the 
relevant information needed to succeed in this ever changing environment. Our children are thriving 
and involved in various school activities including; Drama, Falcon Television Network, Band, Chorus, 
Big Brother/Little Brother, etc. 

I can’t say enough positive things about the School Choice Program; it has really meant that Bobbi 
and Brendan have been able to have a great start to their educational success. 

 Thank you, Thank you, Mr. Garguilo, and Folsom Family! 
If you need additional information, I can be reached at 

 215-778-0606 

 Respectfully Submitted,  Brenda Robles Cooke 



Folsom Elementary School 
Parent Testimonials 

03/07/13 

To whom it may concern, 

Folsom school choice program has given me such high hopes on Excellent education for 
my children. I have two daughters who currently attend Folsom. One of which will be graduating the 8* grade 
and beginning High school taking all Honors. Thanks to the wonderful teaching ethics and family like staff I rest 
assure knowing my children are being well educated. I would be lost without Folsom school. Folsom stands for 
good values and excellent education... Thank you for allowing my children to have the BEST education that they 
deserve. 

Sincerely 

Bernadette Cappuccio 

4 Seth Drive 
Hammonton, NJ 08037 

March 8,2013 
RE: New Jersey School Choice 
Dear Governor Christie, 

As parents of 4 children ages 13 through 22, my husband Frank and I would like to take 
a moment to thank you for your support of the New Jersey School Choice program. I especially 
want to express my heartfelt appreciation for the new extension which broadens this 
opportunity through the high school level. 

I was an extremely active parent in Winslow Township School's #1, #2 & #5. I 
attended monthly Board of Education meetings as well as served in the capacity of HSA 
President, Vice President and multiple committee chairs throughout my children's tenure in 
the Winslow school system. I kept our options open. However, I realized early on that unless 
there were some sweeping changes to this district that there was no way that I was going to 
subject my children to the issues that plagued both our Winslow Middle and High Schools (at 
that time known as Edgewood Junior and Senior High School). I remember, at that time, 
wishing that School Choice would have extended to the High School level. This way, when 
Kristen and Marissa graduated from the eighth grade they could continue on with their 
Folsom friends to Hammonton High School. In the end, this is what forced Frank and Ito pull 
our older two girls from the public school system and enroll them at St. Joseph's High School 
in Hammonton. 

I am not averse to paying school taxes as long as my children are SAFE and are 
getting the best possible education. I did not feel that this was the case in my area. We are a 
middle class family who struggle to stay fiscally solvent especially in this current economy. 



So as you can imagine, it was a difficult pill to swallow feeling as if we were being doubly 
penalized for being safety and academically conscious parents who were now being forced to 
pay high taxes as well as a costly Catholic High School tuition in order to ensure our children 
were enrolled in the most nurturing educational environment possible. 

My oldest daughter Kristen was the first to attend Folsom Elementary as a sixth grader 
through School Choice. That was over ten years ago and I have never regretted this decision. 
Due to a lack of space it took three years before there was an opening at Folsom for my 
middle daughter Marissa who is three grades behind her older sister. My younger two 
children, Danielle and Domenic are seventh grade twins who have attended Folsom 
Elementary since the first grade. Folsom Elementary is an incredible school with 
compassionate, engaged teachers, a caring staff and a fun family atmosphere where parents 
are not only welcome but encouraged to support and become participants in our children's 
academic journey. Folsom offers an abundance of after school sports, music, and community 
service programs. 

There are so many schools throughout the United States targeting students who are 
either failing or excelling. Those students who do little more than get by are often times left 
to... muddle through. Folsom offers an after school math and English tutorial program geared 
toward students who are not reaching their full academic potential. I am so grateful to be able 
to give all four of my children a FIVE STAR EDUCATION without having to take out a 
second mortgage on our home. School choice gives families such as mine the ability to 
support public education while giving our children academic options beyond costly private 
school tuition. I truly hope that the School Choice Program is adopted nationwide. I feel 
strongly that if a program such as this were readily available to students everywhere, failing 
schools would be quickly identified by the mass exodus which would occur when concerned 
parents pulled their children from unsuccessful schools. Tenure would become a thing of the 
past since incompetent teachers would be rewarded with no students. 

On a personal note, my oldest daughter Kristen will be graduating from Towson 
University in Maryland after receiving a $48,000.00 scholarship and has made Dean's List 
every semester in all 4 of her college years. Marissa, a freshman at the College of St. Elizabeth 
also made Dean's List this semester and I am incredibly proud to mention that she is on a 
FULL PRESIDENTIAL Scholarship. My children are diligent students however I would be 
remiss not to mention that I am well aware that their academic success has a great deal to do 
with the strongest of foundations they were blessed to receive at Folsom Elementary. 

Thank you for your time. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact me at 609707-1683 or by email at patty@gioffre.com 

Sincerely	  

 

Patricia Gioffre 
PROUD Folsom Elementary School Choice Parent 



 

Video Thank you To Governor Christie 

From Folsom Choice Students 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbJnXinHQuI   

Copy will be made available 



 

 

Manchester Regional High School 
Student Testimonials 

Elijah Pierce 

“What I love most about Manchester 
Regional High School is the Technology 
Department. Our TV/Video Production class 
offers students hands on experience working 
to make our own news, movies and 
highlights of school events. Whether you 
want to be behind the camera, learning the 
editing process, or delivering the news to 
the school you get the opportunity to really 
learn.” 

Jinye An, Junior 

“I love coming to Manchester Regional High 
School because it gives me opportunities I 
wouldn’t have had if I went to a different 
school. The teachers are all very nice and 
helpful, and I have learned a lot in all of my 
classes. I think I am better prepared for 
college now and will have a better chance 
getting into the school that I wanted because 
of my time at MRHS.” 



 

 

Maria Chalas (mother of Teanah Santiago) 

Manchester Regional High School 
Parent Testimonials 

Tatiana Rios, Junior 

“What I like about the choice program at 
Manchester is, since there is a small amount of 
students in the program, the counselor has a better 
chance on helping the students out with different 
situations and with their grades. The teachers and 
students have good relationship, and most of the 
teachers know the students by their first name. As a 
mother of a choice student the location of the school 
is good because I know my daughter is safe. Also, 
now that the bus picks them up and drops them off 
helps me not to worry about my daughter.” 

Gladys Hernandez (mother of Tatianna Rios) 

Teanah Santiago, Sophomore 

“If there was no Choice Program, my daughter would 
have had to go to a school in our district and I really 
didn’t want that for her. So I’m very thankful for her 
opportunity so that she can have a brighter future. 
The Choice Program gives my daughter varied 
opportunities to do different things with in the school 
community such as clubs, computer and technology 
classes and varsity sports. Also, the teachers at 
Manchester Regional High School are supportive and 
work with all the students, giving them the best 
education as possible. If you are thinking about 
getting your son or daughter into the choice program 
go for it because it is a good program for your child’s 
future” 



-‐	  Delia Ayala (mother of Daphne Alva)	  

Manchester Regional High School 

Parent Testimonials 

Daphne Alva, Senior 

 

“I had the opportunity to 
accompany my daughter to many 
open houses, such as Passaic 
County Technical Institute, John F. 
Kennedy’s STEM Academy, Rosa 
Parks High School, International 
High School, Paramus Catholic, 
Mary Help and DePaul. My daughter 
was accepted by all. But I focused 
on her going to Manchester 
Regional High School because of 
the educational opportunities, 
availability of college prep classes, 
AP classes and career oriented 
classes, such as Medical Science, 
Criminal Justice, Sociology, and 
Marketing, to prepare her for the 
future.” 

Over her 4 years at Manchester, my daughter became a leader through 
National Honors Society, varsity soccer, and through Student Council. I 
am very happy that my daughter will graduate from a high school she can 
be proud of and one where she participated and kept her grade up. 
Manchester has a lot to offer and if you take advantage, any student will 
leave with a great high school experience.” 



Interdistrict Choice Program 
Superintendent Testimonials 

“Manchester Regional High School was 
one of the original pilot schools, and we 
have been accepting Choice students 
for eight years. It has been a win win for 
the Choice students and our district. 

Students from other districts benefit 
because they are able to come to 
Manchester Regional for programs that 
might not be available in their home 
district. Our school benefits because we 
can fill otherwise vacant seats, and the 
additional students help to further 
diversify our school population. “ 

Dr. Richard Ney, Superintendent 
Manchester Regional High School 



Quinton Township School District 

Interdistrict Choice Program 
Superintendent Testimonials 

“The Bound Brook Board of Education is 
excited to announce in the 2012-2013 
school year, Bound Brook High School 
students will participate in a one to one 
iPad program. The Bound Brook School 
District was able to purchase the 
necessary equipment and tools because 
they are a “School of Choice.” 

Dan Gallagher, Ed. D., Principal 
Bound Brook School District 

“In addition to expanding the diversity of 
our student population that we see as a 
benefit, the Choice Program allowed 
Quinton Township to hire a World 
Language Teacher. Students will now 
be able to expand their world view of 
communication and their perspective of 
the Spanish Culture.” 

Dr. Donna M. Agnew 



Ocean City Superintendent Kathleen Taylor 

Interdistrict Choice Program 
Superintendent Testimonials 

“It’s brought a significant amount of money 
into the district and allowed us to get a 
few more teachers this year.” “We’re looking at 
the financial benefit for the district.” 

School Board President Debbie Cunningham 
South Harrison School District 

“Because of the school choice program, we 
are able to lower the sending district’s tuition rate 
by approximately $350 per student and we 
will reduce the costs per student of Ocean 
City pupils by the same rate. While we 
have taken other cost-savings measures, 
this School Choice program helps us meet 
the needs of students in a manner in which 
the taxpayers can benefit. The School 
Choice program was, in a sense, a gift for 
the Ocean City School District and the 
sending districts.” 



 

 

Home Town 
Of 

Joe Flacco! 

Interdistrict Choice Program 
Superintendent Testimonials 

 
The Interdistrict School Choice program has been invaluable to 
our district and all the students we serve and I am happy to 
detail the specifics. 

The School Choice Program has enabled us to stabilize our 
enrollment. Audubon High School is a small community school 
and because there is virtually no new residential construction, 
our enrollment fluctuates up and down as opposed to having 
steady growth. By using the School Choice Program to keep 
approximately 180 students per graduating class in grades 912, 
we effectively utilize the space in our building. The stability to 
class size that we have experienced has been positive in that 
we have been able to maintain our small class size and teacher 
support to all of our students; resident and School Choice alike. 

A second benefit of the School Choice Program has been in the 
area of school budgets. The funding we have received through 
this program has allowed us to maintain programs that were in 
place and add programs that had we had been considering or 
that were cut in prior budgets (Virtual High School, Student 
Assistance Counseling, Freshman Sports). After experiencing 



School Choice Program has provided to our resident and 
I appreciate the opportunity to share with you all the good the 

significant staff budget cuts in the last five years, we are in a 
position to hire 4.5 teachers at the high school in English, 
Mathematics, Science, World Language and Physical Education 
for next year. This is a direct result of School Choice funding. 

An additional benefit of School Choice funding has been the 
stability to the local tax base. We have not had to increase the 
district budget by more than the legislated 2% cap nor have we 
had to put questions to the public regarding school funding. Last 
year, we were able to purchase a boiler outright for one of our 
elementary schools as opposed to a lease-purchase which 
saved the district money. 

Another positive result of the School Choice Program has been 
the increase of diversity of our student body which has led to 
many positive interactions between many different students. 
Remembering that we are located in a high need area of 
Camden County, the majority of our applications have been 
from two areas: Camden City and Merchantville/Pennsauken. 
As the coordinator of the School Choice Program at Audubon, I 
have talked with so many families who say how grateful they 
are in having a choice to leave the district where they reside. 
With that said, here are some statistics regarding the change in 
diversity: NJ SMART data Fall 2009 indicates that Audubon 
High School (grades 7 through 12) prior to our School Choice 
involvement was approximately 95% White, 1% Asian, 1% 
Black, 2% Hispanic, 1% American Indian/Alaskan. NJ SMART 
data Fall 2012 (again, grades 7 through 12) indicates that after 
3 years of participation in the School Choice Program we are 
now approximately 89% White, 2% Asian, 3% Black, 6% 
Hispanic, and Hawaiian native < 1%. 



Choice students, our district, and our community. Continuation 
of this program is a vital part of our small school’s mission: 

In partnership with our students, families, and communities, the 
Audubon Public Schools will educate all students by providing 
motivating and challenging learning experiences embedded in 
technology that prepare them to achieve the Common Core and 
New Jersey Core Curriculum State Standards at all grade 
levels, in a safe setting of mutual respect, in order to develop 
ethical, productive citizens who will contribute to the local and 
global community. 

Bonnie J. Smeltzer 
Assistant Principal – Student Personnel Services 



Audubon School District 
Parent Testimonials 

~~You are out of your mind if you do not take 
advantage of the School Choice at Audubon.” 

A Tradition of Pride and Excellence 

~~The Audubon parents (which you have no 
influence over) have been very welcoming and 
helpful. All aspects have been very welcoming to 
Joshua and I, and we are in support of other 
Brooklawn students coming at every chance we have 
to tell neighbors.” 

~~I think the Program is remarkable. I Have 
nothing bad to say about the Program, I think it is a 
wonderful Idea. Thanks To Audubon School for 
making my daughter finally LOVE school again!!!!. ~~ 


